
Advanced Placement Government and Politics 
Mr. Keller 

Summer Assignment 2014 
 
The advanced placement government and politics course takes an in-depth look at the federal 
government of the United States of America and the politics that surround it.  Keeping current on 
the ever evolving federal government is crucial to success in the course.  In preparation for class 
next year, you will be analyzing current events concerning the federal government this summer.  
For ten consecutive weeks, starting the week of June 29, you will find one news article per week 
on one of the topics listed below.  For each article you will write a one paragraph summary of the 
article and then a one paragraph reaction to the article. 
 
Requirements 
 1.  Each of your summaries must be 75 words in length. 
 
 2.  Each of your reactions must be 125 words in length. 
 
 3.  You must hand in your summaries, reactions and articles in some organized  
 fashion.   
 

4.  Summaries and reactions must be typed, double spaced using Times New  
 Roman font and 12 point size. 

 
 5.  You may use each topic only once. 
 

6.  Your ten articles must come from a major news organization (NY Times, Washington 
Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, CNN.com).  You may print the articles from the internet or 
cut them out of the newspaper.  You may not use local papers  for this assignment. 
 
7.  The complete summer assignment is due the day you return to school,  
 September 4, 2014.  If this assignment is not completed on time, there will be 
a     10% reduction in the grade and an academic detention will be assigned 
immediately. 

 
Grading 
This assignment will count as a test grade for the first marking period.  Tests will count as 40% of 
your first marking period grade.  Your grade will be based on meeting all of the above 
requirements as well as the depth of your reaction to the article.  Advanced placement students 
should have a detailed understanding of the topic and a relevant opinion on the topic as well. 
 
Topics 
Congress, Supreme Court, President, North Korea, Iran, Gay Marriage, War on Terror, War in 
Afghanistan, Trade Deficit, Energy, Social Security, Environment, Homeland Security, Taxes, 
Recession, Economic Recovery, National Debt, Deficit Reduction 
 
 


